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MONTANANS WILL TRAVEL TO TOKYO TO 
ROOT FOR GRIZZLIES IN MIRAGE BOWL
MISSOULA—
More than 450 Montanans will travel to Japan in November to watch the 
University of Montana play Army in the Mirage Bowl in Tokyo. Kickoff will be 
at noon Saturday, Nov. 17, which is 10 p.m. Nov. 16 in Missoula.
One of Japan's most popular sports spectaculars, the annual Mirage Bowl event 
pits two American teams against each other in a football contest seen by 60,000 
spectators in the stadium and another 25 million in the television audience.
The game is the centerpiece of a colorful day of ceremony and action that 
will get under way at 10 a.m. Besides the game, the day's events include pregame, 
halftime and postgame shows with bands, cheerleaders, team introductions and 
official greetings. The postgame show includes awards presentations and the drawing 
of the winning ticket for a Mitsubishi car.
Arrangements for the game have been coordinated by Tele Planning International. 
Mitsubishi Corp., the giant conglomerate, is the chief sponsor of the Mirage Bowl.
The University of Montana is guaranteed $45,000 for the team's participation.
In addition, the Japanese sponsors will pick up the tab for travel expenses of the 
155-member official party.
The official party includes Lt. Gov. George Turman, Big Sky Conference 
Commissioner Ron Stephenson, and from UM, President Neil Bucklew; Vice Presidents 
W. Michael Easton, Donald Habbe and Glen Williams; Athletic director Harley Lewis;
Head Coach Larry Donovan, his staff and the team's support personnel; and the 70 members 
of the team.
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UM's 24-member Spirit Squad, made up of cheerleaders, pompon girls and dancers, 
will perform at the game and appear at other events. Army will also send a dozen 
cheerleaders.
In addition to the official party, another 300 Grizzly fans will travel to 
Tokyo on their own to root for their team.
The official party will arrive in Tokyo on Tuesday, Nov. 13, and return to 
Missoula after the game Saturday, Nov. 17.
UM will host a reception at the Hotel Century Hyatt Friday evening for Montanans 
in the area, Mitsubishi and Tele Planning executives, representatives of Kumamoto 
Province, and administrators of UM's sister institutions: Kumamoto University,
Kumamoto University of Commerce, and Sophia University.
"Our relationship with our Japanese sister institutions constitutes a strong 
educational bond," Bucklew said. "Montana also has important economic ties with 
the Japanese. For example, the state exports 35 percent of her wheat to Japan.
"The Mirage Bowl bid is the latest link in a chain of circumstances that binds 
Montana to Japan in a special friendship."
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